Camp Vanderkloof, Orange River, South Africa
29°59’50.84”S - 24°44’45.43”
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Overview
Cost: 3 to 7 night packages available, see page 8 for details.

Camp Vanderkloof, Orange River, South Africa
29°59’50.84”S - 24°44’45.43”

Group Size: 6 Anglers
Trip Duration: 4, 5, 6 or 7 night options (3 night/2 day option available Sun - Wed)
Peak Season: Oct - Dec | mid Jan - mid March

Vanderkloof Dam and the section of
the Orange River that flows out of this
enormous body of water offers world
class fly fishing for Smallmouth and
Largemouth Yellowfish! Comparable
with some of the finest freshwater
fisheries on the planet, the scenarios
and numbers of unpressurised fish which
reside in these waters make it a must fish
venue for both local and international
fly anglers. Whether your interest lies in
throwing dry flies to sighted Smallmouth
Yellowfish cruising just below the surface
or throwing streamers for South Africa’s
premier freshwater predatory species
the Largemouth Yellowfish, Camp
Vanderkloof is sure to impress.

Situated just below the Vanderkloof Dam
wall on a private working farm in South
Africa’s Northern Cape province, Camp
Vanderkloof provides our guests with easy
access to over 20km of highly productive
Orange River as well a seemingly endless
supply of coves, bays, rocky outcrops and
islands which the dam itself has to offer.
It is simply the ideal location!
Guests are accommodated in a simple
but comfortable lodge situated meters
away from the Orange River and one of
our premier fishing beats. The private
lodge has 6 guest rooms each containing
two single beds and en suite bathroom, a
large dining area where all breakfast and
evening meals are served, as well as self
contained bar area. Each guest will have
his or her own room. Meals are a mix of
international and South African cuisine,
which are prepared daily by our resident
chef Marnus.

On top of the self-drive option into camp
(JHB – 6h 30min, CT – 8h 30 min, Durban –
8h 30 min) there are multiple commercial
flight and airline options for guests to
fly into Kimberley or Bloemfontein from
Johannesburg, Durban or Cape Town.
It’s an easy 2-hour drive from Kimberley
or easy 3-hour drive from Bloemfontein.
We can arrange transfers for guests or
guests can arrange their own rental cars.
There is also an option to charter a private
aircraft out of Wonderboom airport at
very competitive rates.

Deep Water MSP
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The Fishing
The Average Day

There is generally a daily release of water

your nerve as Largemouth Yellowfish

The fishing options and flexibility this

out of the dam at around 9am each

appears off a point and reacts instantly

morning for hydroelectric purposes. This

as your streamer hits the water 10ft

provides us with two fishing sessions on

ahead of him.

fishery offers is one of its great assets.
Guests preferences towards river or
dam fishing as well as their preference

in the afternoon, both of which produce

All

superb dry fly action. For anglers with the

Vanderkloof are led by a team of world-

desire to fish all day, the lodge is a short

class, professional, fly fishing guides.

5km drive from the municipal slipway

During your stay there will be three guides

on the dam, where we launch one of our

in camp, allowing for a 2 guest to 1 guide

custom-built 17,6ft boats to enjoy more

fishing scenario. Each guide is a qualified

exciting sight fishing for Smallmouth

skipper, has first aid experience and is

depend entirely on the day’s fishing plan.

and Largemouth Yellows.

extremely experienced with regards to

The River

The Dam

and Vanderkloof Dam. Their passion and

The +/-20km section of the Orange

Vanderkloof Dam which is primarily fed

dedication is infectious and rest assured

towards species and fishing methods
will be requested by the guides each
evening in order for them to work on a
game plan to suit your needs. Breakfast
times, as well as a decision whether to
take packed lunches out on the water or
come back to the lodge for lunch etc will

River which flows out of Vanderkloof
Dam offers arguably the finest section of

Sight casting at its best.

Yellowfish water in South African. There
are huge numbers of Smallmouth Yellows
consistently feeding in the shallows, whilst
trophy Largemouth Yellows cruise the
numerous deeper runs, pools, drop offs
and rocky ledges. Some of the finest sight
fishing we have seen occurs on this piece
of river, our home rapid often producing
forty fish Smallmouth sessions on dry
fly. There is also a healthy population of
Largemouth Yellows that weigh in excess
of 10lbs for anglers who enjoy throwing
streamers and who are looking for that
potential fish of a lifetime. In addition to
these two major species, there are good
numbers of Carp and Sharptooth Catfish
that can be targeted on fly. The majority of
our river fishing takes place by wading or
walking the banks, with small inflatables
used purely to access the more productive
areas.
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the river, one early in the morning and one
FlyCastaway

trips

to

Camp

all facets of fly-fishing the Orange River

by the Orange River is South Africa’s
second largest storage reservoir, with
a capacity of over 3 200 million m3.

they will go the extra mile in search of
your fish of a lifetime. All FlyCastaway
guides are fluent in English.

Equally impressive and even more so
from a fishing point of view, is the fact
that it has over 270km of shoreline
containing rocky points, ledges, gravel
bars, sandy flats etc all of which hold
high numbers of fish.
The general clarity of the dam provides
prime sight fishing opportunities for
both

Smallmouth

and

Largemouth

Yellows. We use three custom designed
& built motorized boats, each with
70hp engines, to run to the productive
areas. All boats are fitted with electric
trolling motors so guests can fish from
the comfort of the boat. It’s immensely
exciting watching a string of Smallmouth

CDC Shuttlecock

Yellows come round a rocky point and
watch them causally suck down your
favourite hopper pattern or try to hold
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Details
Cost

Exclusions

Target Species

We are offering a 20% discount for

•

All travel and associated costs

Smallmouth Yellowfish, Largemouth

2016-2017 opening season, all prices

into camp including flights, hotels,

Yellowfish, Carp, Sharptooth Catfish

are full board based on single room

transfers, self drive costs etc

accommodation & shared guide/boat.
•

(US$2,000 - 20%) US$1,600 pp
•

•

•

5 night/4 day guided fishing
(US$2,400 - 20%) US$1,920 pp

•

•

4 night/3 day guided fishing

Soft drinks, water & local beers

Fishing Season

(guests are requested to bring their own)

October to mid December

Spirits, wine, items of a personal
nature

•

Gratuities for guides and boat staff

6 night/5 day guided fishing

(although gratuities are purely

(US$2,750 - 20%) US$2,200 pp ex

discretionary, we recommend

7 night/6 day guided fishing

ZAR250 per person per day for

(US$3,000 - 20%) US$2,400 pp ex

guides and ZAR50 for lodge staff)
•

Travel & medical insurance

Single supplement

(medevac insurance is mandatory.

Please contact for this request

We recommends Global Rescue)

Max Pax
6 anglers (2 anglers to 1 guide)

Inclusions
•

Full board and accommodation at
Camp Vanderkloof based on single
room accommodation

•

Fully guided fishing
(2 anglers to a boat and guide)

•

Boats & fuel

•

Tackle & flies

Location
29°59’23.43”S & 24°43’49.01”E

Getting there
Johannesburg – Vanderkloof Dam:
https://goo.gl/maps/YnfHh1gnPRn
Cape Town – Vanderkloof Dam:
https://goo.gl/maps/JpEgKXCHWty
Durban - Vanderklood Dam:
https://goo.gl/maps/EaEGhFvxCwR2
Bloemfontein - Vanderkloof Dam:
https://goo.gl/maps/AMTGLqyckk22

and mid January to mid March.

Weather
Summer temperatures warm, ranging
between 25°C - 35°C around midday.
Mornings and evenings can however
be cool.

Boats
3 x customised 17ft Fusion mono-hulls
http://fusionpowerboats.com/#Fusion17-Technical-Specs each carrying a
single 70 HP 2-Stroke Yamaha engines
(these are used to access different
areas of the dam and to fish certain
areas of the dam) & 3 x locally built
three man inflatables (these are used
to access certain sections of the river
although most river fishing will take
place by wading).

Video & Blogs
Video
Please feel free to take a look at exciting video clips taken at
Camp Vanderkloof all of which can be found on our Vimeo channel:
https://vimeo.com/179728185

Blogs
Please feel free look at the weekly guide reports from

CDC & Elk

Camp Vanderkloof all of which can be found on:
https://flycastaway.wordpress.com/category/vanderkloof
Flycastaway |
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Pre Trip
Tackle & Gear

Time Difference

Currency

Communications

Single-handed 9ft #5wt or 6wt with

GMT +2

The currency of South Africa is the

Whilst in South Africa the international

South African Rand (ZAR). International

access code is +27. The outgoing code is

Flight times

travellers are advised to purchase Rands

00 followed by the relevant country code

•

London to Johannesburg – 12 hours

before or on entering the country. Rands

(e.g. 001 for the United States). City/

•

Atlanta to Johannesburg – 16 hours

are the preferred currency for gratuities

area codes are not required. The entire

•

Dubai to Johannesburg – 8 hours

and expenditure at Camp Vanderkloof.

country is covered by mobile network,

matching freshwater floating lines
for Smallmouth Yellows and 9# 7wt
or 8wt and matching freshwater
floating

and

sinking

lines

and

lines for Largemouth Yellowfish. A
comprehensive tackle and gear list
along with an order form (should you
wish to purchase your tackle through
us) is issued after your booking has
been confirmed. The guides will also
carry limited stock of suitable flies
and other terminal tackle, should you
run out.

Everyone travelling to South Africa

The

must have a passport valid for at least 6

split between fishing the dam and
the Orange River that flows out of
it. 90% of the river fishing done
wading.

Although

the

water during our summer season
is generally warm enough to fish
without waders, it is essential guests

recommended

operators use GSM networks, which
gratuity

for

the

guides is R250 per person per day and

months beyond the end of travel.

R50 per person per day for lodge staff.

Visa Requirements

for guests. All gratuities are up to the

require a visa for entering into South

Your time at Vandkerkloof will be

involves

Passports

UK, US & EU passport holders do not

Wading & Boating

added to which the local mobile phone

Gratuities

Africa for vacation purposes that do not

(Please note that this is only a guideline

be purchased at the airport. There is no
internet in camp!

Language
English and Afrikaans are the two most

Medical & Health Requirements

all FlyCastaway guides speak fluent

medical

operators. Handsets and SIM cards can

discretion of the individual guest.)

extended past 30 days

Mandatory

are compatible with most international

commonly spoken in the area, however

evacuation

English.

insurance. A Yellow Fever certificate is
required if travelling from a Yellow Fever
infected area.

have felt soled wading boots (rubber
or Vibram soled boots are not ideal)
as the rocks are slippery. 90% of
the dam fishing will take place
onboard our new boats. Guests are
therefore required to bring along a
pair of comfortable boat shoes with
them, as wading boots will not be
permitted on the boats!

Deer Hair Toad
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Your Guides

Sponsors

The Camp Vanderkloof guide team is made up of four young and highly energetic South

We are hugely reliant on industry support from what we believe to be the finest tackle and

African men. Don’t let their ages fool you though, they are professional beyond their years

apparel companies in our industry. We work closely with all of these brands to develop

and between them have caught many lifetimes worth of yellowfish all over southern Africa.

new product specifically suited for the Indian Ocean and Africa. They make our job easy

Apart from chasing yellowfish, they also guide in the Indian Ocean, spending most of their

and ultimately enable us to do what we do. We are proud to be sponsored by: Columbia

time on St Brandon’s atoll. They have fished multiple venues across the globe and some

Sportswear, G.Loomis, WADE, Airflo & Wild Coolers.

members are active in the competitive fly fishing scene and have had podium finishes on
an international level. Determined yet easy to spend time with, their passion for Africa’s
indigenous fish species make them a team you definitely want fish with.

CRAIG RICHARDSON
FlyCastaway Head Guide

Foam Hopper
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BRENDAN BECKER
FlyCastaway Guide

MILAN GERMISHUIZEN
FlyCastaway Guide
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Standard Terms & Conditions
Booking Procedures

Conditions

All guests must have a comprehensive

•

All reservations made more than 12

All Cancellations must be made in

medical emergency evacuation insurance

months in advance require an initial

writing. Deposit will only be refunded if

policy, as well as travel insurance policy to

deposit of R1000 to be received within

a replacement can be found. Reservation

cover them for the duration of the trip. It is

14 days of invoicing.

for which payment is not received on time

the right of the live-aboard service provider

All reservation made less than 12

as per the terms is subject to cancellation

to cancel any booking without refund,

months in advance require an initial

by FCA 7 days after notification. *Once a

if the client is not adequately insured. In

deposit of 50% of the total amount

deposit is received, all revisions are subject

this case, adequate insurance means: an

due to be received within 14 days of

to a US$100 handling fee. *All prices are

insurance that covers emergency medical

invoicing.

subject to availability of bookings, change

evacuation from the scene of the illness

Three (3) months prior to departure

by service providers, and are quoted at

or accident, to the nearest best hospital

100% of the total amount is due.

low season fares. *Rates are subject to

and

If a booking is made less than 60 days

change. *The ship/lodge reserves the

Cancellation and curtailment insurance

prior to departure full payment is due

right to cancel a sailing/trip due to bad

cover is also recommended. Furthermore

immediately.

weather conditions.

all guests will be required to sign and

•

•
•

then

back

to

your

hometown.

return the Reservation and Indemnity

Cancellation
•

•

•

•

•

•

At time of quote flight charges, island fees

If a cancellation is made 12 months or

and government taxes are correct but are

more prior to departure the 50% of the

subject to change without prior notice.

deposit will be forfeited.

Increases in any of these facets are out

Cancellations made 12 to 6 months

of the control of FlyCastaway and will be

prior to departure, 50% of charter rate

transferred to the client. Service providers

shall be forfeited.

used such as airlines and charter boat

Cancellations

made

6

months

or

operators

are

independent

business

less prior to departure, full individual

concerns and are in no way affiliated

charter rate shall be forfeited.

to

Reservation for which payment are not

reasonable efforts will be made to ensure

received as on time as per the terms

the smooth running of the tour, FCA

are subject to cancellation by FCA 7

cannot be held responsible in any way

days after notification.

for bad or non-performance of service

In case of cancellation by FlyCastaway

providers. While all possible efforts will be

money received will be paid back in full

made to ensure the success of this tour,

excluding bank charges.

FCA cannot be held responsible in any

Rates are subject to change without

way for cancellation in total or in part or

prior notice

non-performance in any way, due to bad

FlyCastaway

(FCA).

Form prior to the trip.

Although

all

For any additional information, give us a call.

Gerhard +27 82 334 3448
Office +27 11 234 1450

weather or any other detrimental natural
phenomenon/disaster,

political

unrest
Stimulator
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Email info@flycastaway.com

www.flycastaway.com

or war.

Flycastaway |

Ryan +27 72 501 9444
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05191
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